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ABSTRACT: In a remote region of Colombia resides an extended family who harbor a mutation
that leads to early onset Alzheimer's disease. With the rapid recent expansion of the population
since the time of the founder, the family today has grown to approximately 5000 individuals. It
is the largest kindred in the world with familial Alzheimer's disease. The cultural setting in which
these families reside has opened a unique window on a variety of timely issues related to
genetic information, ethics and the community response to cognitive impairment. Scientifically
these families have contributed to our foundational understanding of the disease, provide a
wealth of population genetic data, and are now participating in a clinical drug trial with the goal
of modifying the onset Alzheimer's disease.



