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“Types” of Funding

Funding for religious 

activities

Funding for 

charitable/secular 

activities of faith-based 

organizations



Funding for Religious Activities

Good News! There are grants available.

Bad News! But not as many.

Good News! Giving to religious causes is one of 

the biggest areas of giving. In 2020 $131.08 billion 

was given to religious causes (28% of giving).
(Source: Giving USA) 



Calvin Institute of Christian Worship

Worshiping Communities Grants Program

https://grantstation.com/grant

makers/calvin-institute-

christian-worship-worshiping-

communities-grants-program



Mustard Seed Foundation

https://grantstation.com/grantma

kers/mustard-seed-foundation



The Covenant Foundation

https://grantstation.com/grantmak

ers/covenant-foundation



Funding for Charitable/Secular Activities of Faith-Based 

Organizations

• Good News! There are a lot of grants out there 

for the charitable activities of your organization.

• Bad News! Some grantmakers exclude faith-

based organizations all together.

• Good News! Most grantmakers will fund your 

charitable activities if you can separate them from 

your religious activities. 



Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Grant Programs

https://grantstation.com/grantm

akers/catholic-campaign-human-

development-grant-programs



Bath & Body Works Foundation

https://grantstation.com/grantmak

ers/bath-body-works-foundation



American Heart Association: 

Teaching Gardens Network Grant Program

https://grantstation.com/grantma

kers/american-heart-association-

teaching-gardens-network-grant-

program



Summary

• With foundations, you have to investigate what 

they fund individually (no universal rules)

• Reach out to the funder if you have any questions

• Be prepared to talk about how religion and your 

charitable activities are separate

• Be true to who you are



US Government

• Charitable Choice (President Clinton)

• White House Office of Faith-Based and 

Community Initiatives (President GW Bush)

• White House Office of Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships (President Obama)

• White House Faith and Opportunity Initiative 

(President Trump)

• White House Office of Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships (President Biden)

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/17/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-celebrates-the-second-anniversary-of-the-reestablishment-of-the-white-house-office-of-faith-based-and-neighborhood-partnerships/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/17/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-celebrates-the-second-anniversary-of-the-reestablishment-of-the-white-house-office-of-faith-based-and-neighborhood-partnerships/


Centers for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships

Each Center forms 

partnerships between its 

agency and faith-based and 

neighborhood organizations 

to advance specific goals

The Centers are coordinated 

by the White House Office of 

Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships



Center Contact Information

• Center at the U.S. Department of Commerce

• Center at the U.S. Department of Education

• Center at the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS)

• Center at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD)

• Center at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

http://www.commerce.gov/bureaus-and-offices/os/faith-based-and-neighborhood-partnerships
sites.ed.gov/cfbnp
http://www.hhs.gov/partnerships
http://www.hhs.gov/partnerships
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fbci
http://www.hud.gov/offices/fbci
http://www.dhs.gov/dhs-center-faith-based-neighborhood-partnerships


Center Contact Information

• Center at the U.S. Agency for International Development 

(USAID)

• Center at the Small Business Administration

• Center at the U.S. Department of Labor

• Center at the U.S. Department of Justice

• Center at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)

• Center at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

http://www.usaid.gov/faith-and-opportunity-initiatives/contact-us
http://www.usaid.gov/faith-and-opportunity-initiatives/contact-us
mailto:partnerships@sba.gov
mailto:%20CFBNP@dol.gov
mailto:%20partnerships@ojp.usdoj.gov
http://www.va.gov/cfbnpartnerships/programs.asp
https://www.usda.gov/ocr/eia/fbnp/contact


Canadian Government

• Registered charities are charitable organizations, public foundations, 

or private foundations that are created and resident in Canada. They 

must use their resources for charitable activities and have charitable 

purposes that fall into one or more of the following categories:

• the relief of poverty

• the advancement of education

• the advancement of religion

• other purposes that benefit the community

• Non-profit organizations are associations, clubs, or societies that are 

not charities and are organized and operated exclusively for social 

welfare, civic improvement, pleasure, recreation, or any other purpose 

except profit.



Summary

• Government will not fund religious activities

• Establish your plan on how activities will be 

separated and enforced

• Don’t walk a fine line, it’s not worth it 



Finding Funding Sources

• GrantStation Membership

• Other databases

• Google

• Associations 

• OpenAI.com



Proposal Writing Tips

• Identify and describe the needs in your 

community

• Be able to demonstrate your impact—how will 

participants or your community change/improve? 

• Include information about how your programs 

serve anyone in the community without regard to 

religious affiliation, etc. (if you do…)



Action Steps to Take Today

• Define/separate secular activities from religious activities 

(if possible/desired)

• Find funding opportunities that match your vision

• Use supportive toolkits and resources from the Centers for 

Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships (even if you 

aren’t looking to seek government funding)

• Consider partnerships/coalitions 



Questions and Answers

Alice Ruhnke, President

GrantStation 

www.grantstation.com

alice@grantstation.com

877.784.7268 

info@grantstation.com

http://www.grantstation.com/
mailto:alice@grantstation.com
mailto:info@grantstation.com
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